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prosperous development in southeastern Eu-
rope, not on the front line of aggression and
tyranny.

You have shown in this crisis that a nation’s
standing in the world is measured not just
by its wealth, its power, or its size but also
by the principles it upholds and the respon-
sibilities it is willing to assume. The world’s
admiration for Albania has risen immeas-
urably in the last few months. If you stay
on the path you have chosen, we will stay
by your side.

I thank you for all you have done and for
all we will do together in the months and
years ahead.

NoTe: The address was videotaped at approxi-
mately 5:40 p.m. in the Bibliotek Room at the
Hyatt Regency Hotel in Cologne, Germany, on
June 20 for later broadcast on the U.S. Informa-
tion Agency WORLDNET. The transcript was
embargoed for release by the Office of the Press
Secretary until 4 p.m. on June 21. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of this
address.

Exchange With Reporters Following
Discussions With Prime Minister
Janez Drnovsek of Sloveniain
Ljubljana

June 21, 1999

Q. Mr. Prime Minister, | wonder if you
could tell us what President Clinton’s visit
means to your country, what you hope to get
out of the visit?

Prime Minister Drnovsek. [Inaudible]—
to visit, the first time we have the President
of the United States in Slovenia, and | think
it is confirmation of excellent relations that
we established during the last year. And we
cooperated in southeast situation; the Kosovo
crisis was another crisis.

So | think this is a confirmation for Slove-
nia, for our partnership, because of our role
in this part of the world.

President Boris Yeltsin of Russia

Q. Mr. President, yesterday you had a
chance to sit down across the table from
Boris Yeltsin. We saw him get off at the air-
port—he looked very frail, at times his
speech sounded slurred. You sat across the
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table, eyeball-to-eyeball, how would you as-
sess Boris Yeltsin today?

President Clinton. Yesterday, | can say,
his movements were halting, but his mind
was quite clear; he was very precise, very
strong, and very eager for us to resolve our
past differences and go on into the future.
| actually was reassured by the meeting. |
thought he was quite strong and quite clear
yesterday.

NoTe: The exchange began at 4:55 p.m. in the
Presidential Palace. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of this exchange.

United States-European Union
Summit Statement on Ukraine

June 21, 1999

Ukraine’s successful transition to a demo-
cratic and market oriented country, secure
within its borders, is crucial for long-term
stability in Central and Eastern Europe and
the continent as a whole. Helping Ukraine
achieve these objectives is one of the top pri-
orities for U.S.-EU cooperation. The EU and
the U.S., as Ukraine’s largest donors, share
a strategic interest in the successful evolution
of Ukraine toward a prosperous economy and
stable democracy and in bringing Ukraine
more fully into Euroatlantic structures. The
EU and the U.S. welcome the progress made
in the realization of their strategic partner-
ships with Ukraine and look forward to a fur-
ther deepening of these relationships. We
commend Ukraine for the important
progress it has achieved in recent months,
in particular the economic reform measures
which have allowed Ukraine to return to
compliance with its IMF program. We urge
President Kuchma to seize the opportunity
presented by the renewal of the IMF pro-
gram to push forward his reform agenda, in-
cluding privatization of large industries, agri-
cultural and energy sector reform, restructur-
ing of the financial sector, as well as improve-
ments in public administration. We encour-
age Ukraine in its efforts to accede to the
WTO and will support decisive action in es-
tablishing a favorable environment for for-
eign investments and in removing key obsta-
cles to trade.
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We note Ukraine’s progress on demaocracy.
However, we call on Ukraine’s leaders to en-
sure a free and fairly contested presidential
campaign leading up to the October 31 presi-
dential election in compliance with OSCE
and Council of Europe standards. A free and
fair election will be an important step in the
transition of democracy and demonstrate that
it is taking firm root in Ukraine. We express
our continued support for efforts to develop
the rule of law and institute an effective pres-
idential electoral process. In this context, we
emphasize the need to protect the freedom
of the media. These are fundamental
underpinnings to democracy in Ukraine. In
that regard, we consider Ukraine’s recent de-
cision to retain a continued OSCE presence
in Ukraine another important signal of
Ukraine’s determination to meet its commit-
ments to democratization and to Euroatlantic
cooperation. We support the continued ef-
forts of Ukraine to play a responsible role
in relations with neighboring states and with-
in the larger transatlantic relationship. We
welcome Ukraine’s commitment to regional
cooperation as well as its contributions to
find solutions to the conflicts in Transnistria
and Kosovo.

As Ukraine continues its transition to de-
mocracy and a free market, we recognize the
social problems arising from necessary social
adjustment and remain committed to joint
U.S.-EU efforts that bolster Ukraine. We
strongly encourage Ukraine’s efforts to im-
plement additional power sector reforms,
particularly increased cash collections and
strategic privatization of energy distribution
companies, as crucial components of the en-
ergy investment strategy embodied in the
G-7/Ukraine Memorandum of Understand-
ing on Chernobyl Closure. We reiterate our
commitment to the closure of Chernobyl in
the year 2000. We reaffirm our commitment
to assist Ukraine in securing the financing
necessary to strengthen its energy sector, fa-
cilitate Chernobyl closure and in securing the
remaining financing of the necessary sta-
bilization of the Chernobyl sarcophagus.

We applaud the initial project under the
U.S.-EU civil society program to support
Ukrainian non-governmental organizations
working to build democracy in Ukraine, as
well as the agreement to launch the Kiev Re-

1165

gional Environmental Center sponsored
jointly by the EU and the U.S. We look for-
ward to inaugurating our other joint projects.
We are actively considering the possibility of
launching a joint project on public health
issues in Ukraine. We have illustrated our
common view on the importance of eco-
nomic reform, as well as our commitment
to further Ukraine’s economic transition,
through our joint demarche to President
Kuchma and Rada Speaker Tkachenko.

NoTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this joint statement.

Remarks to the People of Ljubljana
June 21, 1999

Thank you, Thank you. Dober dan! You
have certainly provided for me a welcome
to Slovenia I will never forget.

Mr. President, Mr. Prime Minister, Mayor
Potocnik; to the young lady who introduced
me, Irena Majcen; and to your famous Olym-
pian Leon Stukelj; and to all the people of
Slovenia, thank you very much.

I would also like to thank the Big Band
of RTV for playing my national anthem and
yours. Let’s give the band a hand, there. [Ap-
plause]

I have wanted to visit your country for a
long time. The whole world admires
Slovenia’s success in building freedom and
prosperity, and now we look to you to play
a crucial role as we build a better future for
all of Europe. Your great Olympic champion
Leon Stukelj has now lived 100 years. He
has lived throughout this century—the
bloodiest and most turbulent in history, from
the collapse of Austria-Hungary to the first
Yugoslav State, from fascist invaders to Soviet
forces to Tito’s Yugoslavia. Think how many
armies have marched through this square,
how many flags have been raised over your
city.

Now, at last, the flag flying in this capital
stands for independence and democracy and
the better life you are building. Congratula-
tions, and God bless you.

All over the world, people seek the same
kind of freedom and justice and peace that
you have brought here—from Northern Ire-
land to the Middle East, to southern Africa,



